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October 2026
Welcome to the October version of our newsletter.  


Girl’s Football
Last month saw an incredible performance from P5/P6/P7 girls who played a friendly match against Roseburn Primary School. Their team plays together regularly and our team were taking part in their first competitive game. We narrowly lost but the team performed brilliantly and saw Calley in P7 score a hat trick. We look forward to their future successes. We asked you to see if anyone had any old boots or football shin pads/gloves and we are incredibly grateful for all your donations. 

Breakfast Club
We run a Breakfast Club that offers places for families from 7.30am onwards. The club is run by Linda and Iona and we have a new member of staff starting after the October holidays. Can we ask that places at the Breakfast Club are booked by Friday so we can ensure we have the right staffing/ food in advance. We are seeing a number of pupils arrive on the day who have not booked in and this places pressure on the club to include them. Your help with this would be most appreciated. 

Parent Consultations
Many thanks to all of you who attended our Parent Consultations last week. We hope you found them helpful and informative. Can we ask that for future events you attend at the time that has been booked as we had a number of families arrive late for their appointments. Many staff do not have any capacity to fit in anyone arriving late so please be punctual for future events. 

Flu immunisation
The Flu immunisation takes place on Monday 5th October. Thanks to all of those who returned the forms. 

Bicycles and scooters
We love the fact so many of your children can cycle or scoot to school as this very much fits in with our health promoting ethos. We strongly encourage pupils to bring in locks to ensure they are secure and safe throughout the day, as well as wear helmets. We had a pupil injure himself by trying to cycle down the steps. Please do not do this. 

Playground
We use the playground to support learning and currently have instructors working with our Primary 4 children. This sees them using the playground to develop their skills and confidence. Can we avoid entering the playground if you see pupils undertaking these activities on Thursdays. 

Jackets
Now the weather has turned and is definitely more autumnal please make sure your child brings a jacket to school each day. We endeavour to get the children outside at playtime and lunchtime for some much needed fresh air and jackets are definitely needed now. 

Road Improvements
As we shared with you last week the 5th October sees the beginning of the pavement and crossing improvements for our community. Below are details of the work and attached is a pdf plan of the work taking place. We hope this helps. 

Balgreen Road Improvements – The City of Edinburgh Council

Please be aware that this work takes place 5th Oct- March 2027 and delays in terms of traffic are to be expected. Please ensure you give yourself additional time in your travels. 

1. The plan is to completely alter the Stevenson Drive junction layout by removing the central traffic island and building out the footways. This simplifies the crossing into a single-stage movement, significantly reducing the crossing distance for children. The narrower road layout will naturally slow down turning vehicles and improve visibility between drivers and pedestrians.

1. The new traffic lights will feature an "all-green" phase for pedestrians (stopping all traffic at once) and an advance green light for cyclists to keep vulnerable road users safely ahead of vehicular traffic.

1. The footway directly outside the school and the library will be fully resurfaced. We are replacing the old guardrails with a modern, high-visibility design and introducing a localized 0.5-metre footway widening between the new crossing points. To maximize walking space for families during the school run, we are decluttering obsolete street furniture and moving active signs to the back of the footway.

1. A brand-new crossing point is being installed near the library entrance, creating a shorter, more direct, and accessible route for pedestrians.

1. We are replacing the dated uncontrolled crossing near Whitson Road with a more accessible D-island crossing.

1. All side-street crossing points within the project boundary will be upgraded with standard dropped kerbs and tactile paving to improve accessibility.

1. The core of the project involves laying a completely new road surface, renewing defective ironwork (such as manholes and gullies), and applying fresh road markings. This will deliver a significantly smoother and safer ride for all road users, but will particularly benefit cyclists by removing surface hazards and creating highly visible traffic lanes.

Mandarin Teaching 
Our learning community receives funding that sees teachers come from abroad to deliver Mandarin lessons to pupils in Primary 5-7. This is then continued at Tynecastle High School when pupils transition into S1. Our teachers started this week and we are delighted to have Mandarin being delivered again at Balgreen this session. 

Key Dates 

	Friday 9th October
	 Last day of term

	Monday 19th October
	School closed to parents/carers

	Tuesday 20th October
	All resume

	Wednesday 28th October  
	Fire service delivering Firework safety presentations to Primary 6 and 7

	Thursday 29th October
	9.15-11.30am P1-3 Halloween Magic Show with Tricky Ricky
6.15-7.30pm Spooky Doo Disco for P4-7 pupils in the evening 


	Friday 13th Nov
	Children in Need day- wear stripes and spots

	Monday 14th December and Tuesday 15th December
	Christmas Concerts in the hall

	Tues 16th Dec
	Primary 2 Christmas Party in the hall
Primary 3-7 Christmas parties begin in classrooms 

	Wednesday 17th December
	Primary Christmas Party in the hall

	Friday 18th December
	Last day of term
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